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Kathleen earned her Teaching License  
  and Cosmetology License from 

Uniontown Beauty Academy and has 
been a part of the LBI instructional staff 
since January of 2004. She is dedicated  
to maintaining high standards in the  
cosmetology department and she has a 
great rapport with LBI students, faculty, 
and staff. Ms. Wydo’s vision is not only 
to give our students the best education 
possible, but also to instill a strong sense 
of self-worth in each and every individual.

	 Some of the comments from  
nominations reflect what a profound 
impact Ms. Wydo has on her students.
 “Mrs. Wydo has shown me that I can 
build a career, be successful, and be an 
important role model for my daughter  
to look up to.”
 “Her way of teaching helped you  
understand the lesson at hand while  
having fun at the same time.”
	 Congratulations to Ms. Wydo – we 
are proud to have you on our staff!  n

Kathleen Wydo honored as  
2009 instructor of the year
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Laurel Business Institute Å Uniontown, PA Å www.laurel.edu
It was 1985.

    Ronald Reagan was President. 
Madonna, Bryan Adams, Whitney 
Houston, and Duran Duran had #1 
songs on the radio, and Microsoft had 
just released Windows 1.0. Volkswagen 

operated a plant in New Stanton, Rockwell 
International had a major manufacturing 
facility in Uniontown, and G. C. Murphy 
Company still had a store on Main Street. 
And  –  humbly, quietly  –  Laurel Business 
Institute opened its doors on the top floor 
of the Gallatin Bank building.

	 Things were changing. Heavy industry 
and manufacturing jobs had been 
declining for more than a decade, and 
many people weren’t prepared for jobs 
that required new skills, and, in many 
cases, a completely new mind set.
	 So, in just a few rooms, LBI started by 
offering programs in banking, retailing,  
and secretarial studies to deal with these 
shifts in the economy. The buzz and snap  
of IBM Selectric typewriters was the norm, 
and shelves were stocked with whiteout.  
A few personal computers  – Apple IIc’s, 
the ones with the green screens  – made 
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miles from home, in the corporate offices 
of Sorme Treatment Cosmetics as their 
Director of Education and Events. My 
job is to develop curriculum and events, 
manage an international team of artists 
and educators, and provide public relations 
support for celebrity/personality outreach. 
It’s everything that I ever wanted to do all 
rolled into one position.  n

It seems like a million miles separate 
the solitude and beauty of the Laurel 

Highlands from the glamour and zani-
ness of Hollywood, CA. In actuality, it’s 
not even 3,000 miles, and can be driven 
in about three days. The more times you 
make the trek, the closer these places 
seem to be. 
	 After graduating from high school, I 
moved to Los Angeles to study costume 
design. When I got there I was swept up 
in the excitement and the glamour of it 
all and I realized that I wanted to design 
other things as well. I returned to Pittsburgh 
to study production design. After my 
first makeup class I was hooked. I loved 
doing makeup. So, I moved back to 
Hollywood to paint faces. 
	 Being an artist and never one to close 
a door without opening two, I left Los 
Angeles after a few years to try my  
hand at several other interests, among 
them writing. Living near my family  
in Ohiopyle, I became a published  
playwright and traveled around the 
country working for a public relations 
firm as an art director. 
	 However, I soon missed doing 
makeup and wanted to find a way to 
learn more about that craft. That’s when 
I met Christine Oppy, a recent graduate 

of LBI’s Esthetics program, and she urged 
me to look into LBI. Once I met Kathleen 
Wydo and my future classmates at an 
open house, I knew that I wanted to  
learn more. 
	 The eight months that I spent at LBI 
were amazing. The relationships that I 
forged, not only with other students but 
with members of the faculty, have been 
truly enriching. Even with a background 
in makeup, and on-set experience, I felt 
that the program was worthwhile and 
challenging. There was no doubt when I 
walked in to take my licensing exam that 
I would pass. LBI made sure that we had 
the tools we needed to succeed. 
	 As a graduate with a new license, I 
worked for several months at a small day 
spa before deciding to open my own shop 
in Uniontown. With a focus on skin care, 
waxing, lash extensions and tinting, and 
makeup for special events, my little place 
on Fayette Street gave me the freedom to 
work for myself and do the things that I 
enjoy. The experiences I gained as a business  
owner and my interest in continuing 
education led me to pursue a career in the 
cosmetics industry. I could be creative, 
work with actors and celebrities, and 
share my love of my craft with my fellow 
stylists. These days you can find me 3,000 
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Photographer is Lauren Stiel. Hair by Reiynne Dekora. 
The model is Nicole Travolta. Makeup by Robert Hensley.

From LBI to L.A.A Graduate’s 
Perspective

Students, graduates, current and former 
staff and instructors, and board members 
are invited to help us celebrate LBI’s 25th 
anniversary. Festivities and events include 
food, swimming, children’s games, golf, 
and lots more. You can check www.laurel.
edu or visit http://www.facebook.com/
LaurelBusinessInstitute for updates.  
If you’re interested in golfing, please  
call Derek Harshman at 724-439-4900.

Place: Linden Hall  
	 (432 Linden Hall Road, Dawson, PA)

Date: Saturday, August 14, 2010

Time: 11 AM to 4 PM

RSVP by calling 724-439-4900  
or sending an email to lbi25@laurel.edu.
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LBI’s September 2009 Graduates
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(Left to right) 
	 First row:	 Cheryl Hartzell, Heather Beck, Julie Cooper, Stacey Swentko, Stacie Corsaro, Audrey Jackson, Heather Raffle
	Second row:	 Ashley Plummer, Jennifer Hawk, Melissa Tompkins, Sara DeForrest, Tedi Pozutto, Tracy Tarr, Casey Rice, Robin Hoffer
	 Third row:	 Amber Spiker, Ashley Immel, Rebecca Muzika, Glenda Menyo, Erin Landman, Brittany Bendo, Amanda Kennedy, Megan Warnick, Molly Guthrie
	 Fourth row:	 Melissa Downs, Janine Trout, Robin Hanford, Andrea Dowdell, Kimiko Cybak, Lana Miller, Pauline Lilley, Brenda Smith, Tracy Wiltrout
	 Fifth row:	 Jessica Bane, Megan Bakos, Jessica Anker, Tiera Ramsey, Jeff Rasco, David Shaffer, Jason Kramer, Tim Colbert, Adrienne Kovell

	 First row:	 Candice Noga, Taisha Mantenuti, Tammy Runco, Samantha Swaney, Samantha George, Margaret Lee
	Second row:	 Sara Winter, Melissa Alicastro, Alexandria Heintz, Brandi Hiller, Jonathan Georgi
	 Third row:	 Candra Burkes, Rosilyn Bell, George Lacotta lll, Joseph Pitts, Arielle Bell
	 Fourth row:	 Sandra Morrison, Cheryl Wolfe, Matthew Jacobs, Elizabeth Baird

LBI’s January 2010 Graduates

their way into classrooms. The school’s 
first class graduated on August 1, 1986 
and had 19 members, secretarial graduates 
of a program sponsored by the Private 
Industry Council. 
	 What a difference 25 years can make. 
From those few classrooms to two buildings,  
one on East Penn Street and one on 
Beeson Boulevard. From a few programs  
to more than a dozen that serve professions  
including accounting and business, 
early childhood education, cosmetology,  
healthcare, information technology, 
massage, and office administration. 
From those electronic typewriters and 
Apple IIc’s to fully integrated, high-speed 
networks. From a first class of 19 to more 
than 2000 graduates. From a single 
location in Uniontown to two sister 
schools in Sharon and Meadville, PA. 
	 We’re proud to have been a part of the 
community for 25 years, and we plan to 
continue to foster meaningful educational 
and employment opportunities for area 
residents. Most importantly, we never could 
have made it without you – graduates, 
students, staff, instructors, business owners, 
board members, and supporters in the 
community. And for that, we extend to 
you our biggest thanks.  n

25th Anniversary (Continued)

Graduate Pauline Lilley (PJ), 
Proud to be an LBI Grad

HOSA Medals at 
States, Nationals
FIRST  T IME’S  A  CHARM

LBI’s Pennsylvania Health Occupations 
    Students of America (HOSA) members 

wasted no time establishing themselves  
on state and national levels. 
	 At the annual state conference in 
Lancaster, PA in March, Trista Jobes, 
a medical assistant major, earned a 
gold medal in medical spelling. Melissa 
Hager, a medical office and medical 
insurance major, won a bronze medal 
in medical terminology. The team of 
Emily Frazee, a medical office and medical 
insurance major, and Jackie Garbutt, 
a respiratory therapy major, won a gold 
medal for CPR and First Aid. Additionally, 
Thomas Rogerson was awarded a $1500 
scholarship.  

Thomas Rogerson, with Sue Gessner  
receives scholarship.

Education is the best  
provision for old age.

— Aristotle

Seven Go, Seven Win

Our students triumphed at the 
 April 2010 Phi Beta Lambda State  

Leadership Conference in Harrisburg. 
In this competition, students test and 
perform in competitive events ranging 
from accounting to job interviewing in 
the hopes of advancing to the National 
Leadership Conference. 
Here are the event winners from LBI:

1st place, Network Design: Dave Kubala, 	
	 Tom Kendi and Jennifer Lener

1st place, Client Services and 2nd in 
	 Help Desk: Michael Etling

1st place, Computer Applications: Cory Carey

1st place, Desktop Publishing: Tom Kendi 	
	 and Dave Kubala

1st place, Word Processing: LaVonne Doljac

2nd place, Desktop Publishing: 
	 Jennifer Lener and Steve Dennis

3rd place, Networking Concepts: 
	 Steven Dennis

	 Because they did so well in Harrisburg, 
our students are competing at the National 
Leadership Conference in Nashville, 
Tennessee in July 2010. This four day 
conference is considered the pinnacle of 
the Phi Beta Lambda experience. Thank 
you LBI staff and faculty for all of your 
support. Congratulations again to this 
talented group of students!  n

In February 2010, LBI’s 2nd and 3rd 
 semester cosmetology students 

competed in the Junior Style Stars 
competition. This competition provides 
a platform for hairstylists to develop 
their artistic skills. Each competitor 
competes on an identical manikin and 
receives the same photography. All work 
must be done at the competitor’s  
beauty school under strict supervision.  
Students showcased their skills by 
developing a bridal theme – including 
hair, makeup and adornment – on the 
manikin.  
	 The judges were local salon owners  
Barb John of the Boulevard Beauty  
Salon and Vinny Weaver of Vinny’s  
Hair Designers.
And the winners were… 
1st place — Samantha Swaney
2nd place — Sara Peskie
3rd place — Amanda Workman

Honorable mentions include:  
Janel Brown, Arielle Bell, Roslyn 
Bell, Samantha George, and 
Kristeen Stickle. 
	 Samatha Swaney went on to 
compete at the national competition  
with cosmetology students from across  
the entire country. For the national  
competition, each participant was sent a 
manikin and had to color and style the 
hair, apply makeup, and adorn. The theme 
was a complete bridal look. The manikin 
was taken to the local J.C. Penney Portrait 
Studio for photographs, which were 
sent to Junior Style Stars for national 
judging. 
	 Although Samantha did not place,  
she said, “I am very proud of the work 
and effort I put into my manikin and  
the overall competition.” The instructors 
for the cosmetology students are very 
proud of Samantha and all of the  
competing students!  n

Respiratory Therapy  
Student Sputum Bowl
Everyone has heard of the Super Bowl, 
but have you ever heard of the Sputum 
Bowl? The Sputum Bowl is a competition 
for Respiratory Therapists to test their 
knowledge of the profession. A student 
version of this competition was held during 
the Pennsylvania Society for Respiraory 
Care Conference at the Slopes at  
Seven Springs Resort on March 3, 2010. 
LBI was proud to send our first team to 
this event. Participants were respiratory 
therapy students Jessica Kovacs, Kristen 
Double and Jim Jenkins. Jennifer Cook 
was the alternate team member. With  
the entire class cheering them on, they 
challenged other RT students from  
Western PA. The team put in a lot of  
hard work, did a fantastic job and had  
a great time.  n

Front: left to right;  LaVonne Doljac, Jennifer Lener;  
Back: left to right: Michael Etling, David Kubala, Cory Carey, Tom Kendi, Steven Dennis

Melissa Hager, Trista Jobes, Jackie Garbutt, Emily Frazee

LBI Students Take PBL Conference By Storm

I     graduated from Laurel Business Institute 
on September 24, 2009 and, thanks to 

the great help from LBI’s Career Services 
Department, I was able to obtain gainful  
employment at Heiskell, King, Burns 
and Tallman Surgical Associates  
(HKBTSA), in Morgantown, WV.   
	 I started work on October 8, 2009. 
From day one at HKBTSA I was made 
to feel like part of the family. The staff 
at HKBTSA are the most helpful and 
friendly people I have ever worked with. 
The facility and equipment are all state 
of the art. Their concept of patient care 
is beyond reproach. The patients’ needs 
always come first at HKBTSA.  
	 I am honored and proud to be part of 
the HKBTSA team. I am very grateful 
that my training at LBI enabled me to 
find such a wonderful job.  n

	 At the national conference in June in 
Orlando, Trista Jobes took a gold medal 
in collegiate medical spelling, while  
Emily Frazee and Jackie Garbutt placed 
in the top six in CPR and First Aid. 
	 Kelly Bedner, instructor and HOSA  
advisor, couldn’t be happier. “What an honor 
it is to teach students who are so dedicated. 
It was a challenging competition, and we’re 
very proud of our students.”  n

Cosmetology  
Competition 
LBI Puts Best Face Forward








